Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.077; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.8.
In the title complex, [HgCl 2 (C 14 H 38 B 10 P 2 )], the Hg II atom is in a distorted HgCl 2 P 2 tetrahedral coordination environment. The chelation of the Hg atom by two P atoms and two C atoms from the carborane skeleton results in a nearly planar fivemembered ring. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [HgCl 2 (C 14 Pr 2 ) 2 -1,2-C 2 B 10 H 10 was reported by Kivekäs et al. (1995) . Since then, only a few complexes containing this ligand have been described, containing Pt(II) and Pd(II) (Paavola et al. (2002 (Paavola et al. ( ,2002a . We now report the structure of this ligand combined with Hg II and chloride ions as the title compound, (I).
As shown in Fig. 1 et al., 2004) .
The chelation of the mercury(II) atom in (I) with phosphorus atoms and carbon atoms form a nearly planar five-membered ring with a maximum deviation of 0.033Å for C2. The torsion angle P1-C1-C2-P2 in (I) is 5.8 (6)°, which is smaller than that of 12.1 (2)° in the free ligand (Kivekas et al., 1995) .
The title compound was synthesizd by the reaction of 1 mmol HgCl 2 and 1 mmol 1,2-(P 
Refinement
All H atoms were placed geometrically (B-H = 1.10 Å, C-H = 0.96-0.98 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (B) or 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids (H atoms omitted for clarity).
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